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| | in Matters of Opinion and Credibility, or of Diſcipline and Rites, wh ch the 
Church determ nes and propoſes for ſuch as there 's more Canſe for rea- 
dy Conformity of Judgmen: ; ſo s there more Security, or Teſs in it. 
— Only 755 Conformity is yielded ſtill w th a Reſervation for any (ufficienr 
Evidence or Demon tration of Truth to the contrary :; —for here's the 
Vitference of Conforming in the former Points of Catholi que Faith or Wor. 
ſip, lof high Concernment to our Souls} and theſe latter of Opinion, Diſ- 
cipline,Ritcs; that when the former are propoſed to o wt and Practice, 
we reſt not ſecure till we have Demonſtration or Evidence that they are ſo, 
bur in the other we ſubmit with Security till we have Fvidence that they 
are not ſe as Authority hath dete mined. Certain Conſiderations of preſent 
Concernment touching this Reformed Church of England, Cc. p. 20, 21, 
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"4 faithfully exrracted from rwo Books, 
_ ho the eminent Prelate whoſe 
Name I have placd in the Title 
N Page. The one entituled, Of the Divi- 
SI LA) ſion between the Engliſh and Romiſh 
ICS =} - Church upon the Reformation. By way 
— = of Anſwer to the ſeeming plauſible Pretences 
of th ty. London, Printed for R. Royſton, ar the 
Angel in Ivie Lane. 1652. The other, Certain Conſiderations 
Af preſent Concernment touching this Reformed Church of England; 
[with a particular Examination of An. Champny, (Doctor of 
the Sorbon) his Exceptions againſt the Lawfull Calling and 
Ordination of the Proteſtant Biſhops and Paſtors of this Church, 

Londen, Printed by J. G. for R Royſton, &c. 1653. In an 
Age where tis ſo common for profeſsed Chriſtians ro have 
the Faith of our Lord JESUS CHRIST, the Lord of 
Glory, with reſpect of Perſons ; and not ſo much to conſider 
what is ſaid, as who the Man is that fays ir, I thought it 
might not be improper to reprint what this Excellent Perſon 
has ſaid concerning the Authority of the Church, and Private 
Judgment. Some perhaps wbo will nor ſo much as hear the 
preſent Living Paſtors, may poſſibly regard the Reaſons f 
this Dea one. I muſt not here conceal that his Lordſhip 
was one of thoſe Learned Men who favoured the Hypo- 
theſis of @ ſilent Submiſſion ro the Deciſions of the Church 

5 | 415 Where 


ft Men, Math, v. {4,.f5, _ for har purpoſe, Aud WF 


(4) 
” awhere. we cannot acquieſce inwardly ro that which iz » 
- pounded. But he reſtrains this ſilent Submiſſion 10 [ 
| Caſes, and is very expreſs that to all the Determinations i 
Church we owe Submiſſion by Aﬀent and Belief, [nor 4% 
lute, but, ] Conditional, and Preparatory, at the leaſt, bid 
given with Reſe: vation for Evidence out ef God's Ward, | 
not, at preſent, aſſent to his Lordſhip's Determination, N 
our Fudgment and Renfon as it is a Light to ſhine outwai] 
Direction of others, ſo it may be concealed. © Our Reaſon 
Underſtanding is ove of thoſe Talents with which G0] 
hag entruſted us; and ir is entruſted with us for that ly 
thar we ſhould C/ it for our Lord's Advantage, andi 
bide it in the Earth, or wrap it up in a Napkin. It ib 
deed poſſible that Chriſtians may not only be Unprofi 
but Mzſcbigvous Servants; they may employ their Jndm 
and Reaſon to do Hurt inſtead of doing Good. But thisis i 
Abuſe of their Truſt, and a Miſemp!oying the Talents vd 
- GOD. has given them. Thus the Apoſtle ſuppoſes, will 
even the Paſtors of the Church may be lifted up with Pill 
I Tim. iii. 6. that they may turn aſide unto vain Jani 
1 Tim. i. 6. that they may dote upon profane and old Win 
Fables, chap. iv. 7. may encourage doubtful Niſputein 
Rom. xiv. 1. may fool about Queſtions and Strifes of Vn 
whereof cometh Envy, Strife, Railings, evil Surmiſings, peel 
Diſputings, 1 Tim. vi. 4, 5, In ſnort, that they may fi 
about Words, to no Profit of the Hearers, bur inſtead of noi 
ing them up in the Words of Faith and good Doctrine, ſabveniſ 
them, and leading them into the Snare of the Devil, 2 Tim. 
14. 26. The aneient and modern Theological Diſputes a 
many of them, ſo many Evidences of the Truth of what ti 
Apoſtle here ſuppoſes. And I wiſh I could not ſay, Th 
too many of the Deciſions of our Eccleſiaſtical Syn 
favour of the ſame Spirit, the being lifted up with Pri 
and being wiſe above what is written, And what has been te 
Conſequence ? Has ir not been this, That the Diſputing o 
nd Determiuing fooliſh and uplearned Queſtions whi 
: 8 been ſtarted by Men who doted on their own fancaſg 
. and were fond of Singularity, have occaſion'd Stiſt 
and Sects, 


, and contributed to an Inundation of Ungodlinek| 

It is certain then, that ohr Judgment and Reaſon, as it Vi 
Light to ſhine outward for direftion of others, '{p it ought 00 
nſed by all Chriftians, who are as « City fer on an Hill, and 
whoſe Light is not to be put under 4 Buſhel. but ro ſhine 2 


| 


pathex which I am ſatisfied are falſe. Suppoſe, for Inſtance, 


* hold, That the Power to judge o 


ir but ſo uſed; would Chriftians in Things queſtionable and 
not | plainly determin d in Scripture be content with what is 
revealed, and not 2 to know with an infallible Cer- 


tainty what GOD has been pleas'd not plainly to deter- 


mine, there would be no Occaſion for moving this Queſtion, 
Whether or no private Chriſtians are ſilently to ſubmit in 
ſome Caſes to the Determinations of their Eccleſiaſtical Go- 
vernors, altho' they are inwardly ſatisfied of the Falſeneſs cf 
them Since, to ſpeak the Truth, theſe * Spiritual Guides, 


who afſume to themſelves a Power, whether fingly by them 


ſelves, or collectively in a Synod, to dermine ſuch queſtiona- 
ble Things, and not plainly determin d in Scripture, and to 
require others to ſubmit to their Deciſions, make uſe of a. 
Power which GOD has no where given them; and con- 
ſequently, no Obedience, or Submiſſion of any Kind is due to 
them in the Exerciſe of ſuch an Authority. Ir ſeems too 
much like Hypocriſy to be ſilent ; and forbear to publiſh our 
Judgment to others, when we do not acquieſce inwardly to that 
which is } ++ 1am ny For tho' I readily grant that I am un- 
der no Obligation ro publiſh ro the World my particular 
Judgment or Opinion: Yet if the Church, or her Biſhops 
and Paſtors, of which I profeſs my ſelf a Member, will take 
upon them to make particular Opinions the Terms or Con- 


dirions of her Communion, I do not ſee how it is ar all re- 


concilable with Sincerity, for me to profeſs my ſelf of Her 
Communion, and ſilently to ſubmit ro Her Deciſions in ſuch 
particular Points, to which I do. not inwardly acquieſce, or 

any - 


. 
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This was the received Senfe of theſe Words in the | + Hat 


Article of Religion, [The Church bath Authority in Controver- 


fes of Faith] in Thema; Rogers's time 1585, By the Church was not 
then underſtood, the Biſhops or Clergy only, excluſive of the 


| faithful People, but together with them, This Fancy, That che 


Myſteries of Religion are committed to the Truſt of Biſhops ; That be 


Common and faithful People haue none Authority to examine any Dec: 


frine in particular from the very Cauſes and Grounds, and there- 
by ſearch out what is true, what falſe; That this they muſt leave te 


the Maſters of the Churches. 10 whom properly it belonget h, is noted 


by M. Rogers among the Errors 1 to the Truth intended 
to be eſtabliſhed by the Article. The Papi s, ſays he, publiſh 

eligion, and Points 
f Doctrine is either in Biſbops only, zs ſome of they do 


0 f 
e think , or in their Clergy only, as others deem. 


(6) 
any Church ſhould make the Belief of the Pre-exiſtence. of 


Souls, or the Exiſtence of them in 4 ſeparate Place. 4 ter their 
Separation from the Boay, neither in Heaven or in Hell, ſome of 


ll; | = the Articles of Religion to which I am to declare my unfeigned 


Aſſent, If I do nor acquieſce inwardly to thoſe Opinions, can l 
ever be cleared from the Charge of Diſnoneſty, in filenty, or 
quietly ſubmitting to make ſuch a Declaration ? But it ſeems 
the Tendency of ſuch Doctrine and Poſitions, as affirm that 
the Governors of the Church have no Authority to require 
24 filent Submiſſion to whatever Opinions they think fit to 
| propound, is to ſubvert all Government and Diſcipline in thi 
Church of CHRIST, and to reduce His Kingdom to a State of 
Anareby and Confuſim! As if there could be no Order and 
Diſcipline in the Church without her Paſtors taking upon 
them to eſtabliſh what Opinions they pleaſe ; and abſoluteh, 
or finally to judge and condemn Men for their not embracing 
them. The ſame Conſequence do the Papiſts fix on our Den- 
ing that the Pope has any infallible, or unappealable Authority, 
Sc. In the Year 1686 was publiſhed by his preſent Grace of 
Canterbury, An Expoſition of the Doctrine of the Church of England 
in the ſeveral Articles propoſed by Monſieur de Meaux late Bi. 
ſpp of Condom, Sc. p. 79. his Grace thus expreſſes him- 
ſelf: Tho' we ſuppoſe the Scriprures are ſo clearly writ- 
ten, that it can very hardly happen, that in the neceſſan 
Articles of Faith any one Man ſhould be found oppoſite to 
„ the whole Church in his Opinion: Yer if ſuch an one 
were evidently convinced, that his Belief was founded vp. 
© on the undoubred Authority of GOD's Holy Word, ſo far 
$ would it be from any Horror to ſupport ir, that it is at this 
day the greateſt Glory of St. Athanaſius, that he ſtood up 
* alone againſt the whole World in Defence of Chriſts D.viniy, 
« when the Pope, the Councili, the whole Church fell away." 
This the Vindicator of the Biſhop of Condom's Expoſition 
ſtiles an intolerable Doctrine, and thus exclaimes, pag. 103. 
„ Behold here, ſays he, a Doctrine which if admitted, will 
„ not only maintain all the Diſſenters that are, but that 
ever can be from a Church; a Doctrine which will etz. 
4 hliſh as many Religions as there are Perſons in the 

„World; every one of which may, if he be but evidenth 
« convinced (that is, if he have bur Impudence enough to 
« think he is ſo) that his Belief is founded upon the undoult. 
ed Authority of GOD's Ward, not only oppoſe the whole 
Church but glory in it. To this bis Grace replies, Theſe } 
k indeed, ſays be, are very ill Conlequenges, but ſuch us da 


.« 


* 


« not diteckly follow from this Doctrine as laid down in 
« my Expoſition. For 1ſt, I allow of this Diſſent or Oppo- 
« frion, only in neceſſary Articles of Faith, where it is every 


« to make as ſound and fincere a Judgment as he is able: 
« according to Which this Judgment is to be made, fo do I 


4 what concerns #hoſe neceſſary Articles, that it can hardly 
« happen that any one Man, any ſerious and impartial En- 
| « quirer, ſhould be found oppoſite to the whole Church in bis 
| © Gpiniion. „ e ee en 
NOW theſe Two Things being ſuppoſed, That is 
4 Matters of Faith, a Man is to judge for himſelf, and that 


4 the Scripturts are a clear and ſufficient Rule for ham to judge 
« by; it will plainly follow, That if a Man be evidently con- 
vinced upon the beſt Enquiry he can make, that his 


4 particular Belief is founded upon the Word of GOD, and 


„ho own, not the Church, but the Scriptures, ro be the 


© tho' it be highly uſeful ro them, to be aſſiſted in the mak- 


Members; yer, if after this Inſtruction, they are ftill evi- 
* dently convinc'd, that there is a Diſagrement in any nec. 
* ſary Point of Faith, between the Voice of the Church, and 


than the former, they muſt follow the Superior, not In- 
2 ferior Guide. ”. ws 5 5 Prod hw 


AND however this Merhod may through the Ignorance 


5 Authority, to the Guidance of the Holy Scripture, than to 


* thar of her own Deciſions, * © 5 

BUT this Doctrine ſeems now to be forgotten by ſome 
Men among us. Since to aſſert, That Chriſt is the fole Judge 
of Mens Behaviour in Matters relating purely to Conſcience dr 
3 5 Salvation; 


1 


r RR Oo EO ooo 


« Man's Concern and Duty, both ro judge for himſelf, and 
« And 2ly, As I rake the Holy Seriptures for the Rule, 


4% ſuppoſe theſe Scriptures to be ſo clearly written, as to 


| © that of the Church is not; he is oblig'd to ſupport and 
« adhere to his own Beliefin Oppoſition to that of the Church. 
And the Reaſon of this muſt be very evident to all thoſe 


ultimate Rule and Guide of their Faith. For if this be fo, 
| © then individual Perſons as well as Churches, muſt judge of 
their Faith, according to what they find in Scripture. And 


| © ing of this Judgment by that Church, of which they are 
that of the Scripture, they muſt ſtick to the latter rather 


or Malice of ſome Men, be liable to ſome Abuſe ; yer cer- 
2 talnly, in the main, it is mo# Juſt and Reaſonable, and moſt 
1 agreeable to the Conſtitutions of the Church of ENGLAND, 
1 which does not take upon her to be Abſelute Miſtreſi of the 
Faith of her Members, but allows a higher Place and 
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8 
Salvation; That no one —— hath Authority to Judge, Cenſure; 
or Puniſh Men in ſuch Matters: Thar the more cloſe and im- 
mediate Chriſtians Regard is to CHRIST, the more certainij 
and evidently true it is, that they are of His Kingdom; is it 
ſeems to ſay, that there is no Government and Diſcipline in 
the Church, nor any Regard to be paid by Chriſtians to their 
Spiritual Teachers and Paſtors. Certainly if every private 
briſtian is obliged to allow a higher Place and Authority, 
to the Guidance of Holy Scriprure, or of CHRIST JESUS, 
than to that of the Church, than the more cloſe and immediate 
their Regard is to CHRIST, the more certainly they be. 
long ro Him. Since His is the only Infallible and Unap- 
x9 moe. The Deciſions of His Miniſters, their 


Judgments or Cenſures, as they may be all of them. errone- 
ous; ſo may any Chriſtian Appeal from them to the Judg- 
ment of their Lord and Maſter, who is the only appointed 
Judge to try Men by His Goſpel, Act, x. 42. 2 Tim. iv. i. 
But can there be no Government, where there is no abſolute 
Authority 20 interpret Laws, or to decide doubrful Opini- 
ons? Can there be no Diſcipline, without Unlimited, Un- 
conditional Submiſſion to the Dictates of mere Authority) 
Can there be no Order unleſs the Members of the Church 
be obligd to profeſs for Truths, or however to Silent Sub- 
_ miſſion, and that roo under Eccleſiaſtical Penalty and 
Cenſure, whatever the Governors of the Church ſhall deter. 
mine in doubtful Matters, altho' their Deciſions ſhall appear 
to them to be an ERROR? If there cannot, there is an 
End of all Government in the Church; for ſuch Abſelute, 
| Unlimited, ſuch mere Authority, there is none given ro Men 
over the Conſciences of Men. There may be ſuch a 
Power exerciſed over Mens Bodies, but their Souls cannot be 
thus ruled over by any Men whomſoever. But if Government, 
and Diſcipline, and Order may be carry'd on and preſerv'd 
without the Exerciſe of ſuch Authority as ſhall © oblige Men, 
„ whatever they themſelves think, though not to prof 
What they do not believe, yet to forbear the Profeſſion and 
1 publication of what they do believe, let them believe it of 
L never ſo great Importance: then ſurely. to deny. or write 
againſt fuch Authority in the Church is not ro ſubvert al 
Sovernment and Diſcipline in the Church of CHRIST. © 


I. REASON and UNDERSTANDING is that 
Light, which He chat lightens every Man that comes into tht 
Held, Joh i. 9. puts ug the Mind: of Man, 1 fe,, 


4 


De Ne "vers 


Ly) 

doe thereby, what to believe and what to do. Now though 
we leave not Men wholly to their own Reaſon, yer muſt we 
leave them the Uſe of it, ſo far as is neceſſary ro the Aſſent 
which Faith requires; and we leave it to them, not in Op- 
polition to the publicł Judgement of the Church, bur ro the 
ind Obedience of an implicit Faith, that ſees no other 
Ground or Motive of Believing and Practiſing than becauſe 
© che Church ſo commands. If the Church of R:me impoſe 
the hard Condition on them that come over to her, (as 
| Nabaſh the Ammonite on them of Jabeſh Gilead, that would 
| come out to him, 1 Sam. xi. 2. fo ny out their He, the 
Eye of their ſpiritual Underſtanding by which they diſcern 
and judge of ſpiritual Things revealed of God, 1 Cor. ii. 13,15. 
and only leave them the Eye of Common. Senſe to difcern 
| what it is the Church doth practiſe or what it defines, without 
further enquiry about the Will of GOD, how conſonant 
that Practice or Definition, that Worſhip or Belief is to it: If, 
I ſay, ſhe can impole this hard Condition, we cannot, but 


TTV 8 
THAT no Man can believe any Thing truly with ſuch 
| a free and full Aſſent as Faith requires, nor do any Thing in 
| Worſhip or Practice of Life, with that Faith or due Per ſuaſi n 
of the Eawfulnefs of it, which the . Apoſtle requires Rom. 
xiv, ult, unleſs he be convinced of it in his Judgment, as in 
the ſame Chap. v. 5. Let every One be fully perſuaded in his own 
Mind; concluding by the due TJſe of his Reaſon, that it's 
GOD's revealed Will he ſhould fo do and believe. Nor can 
this be eluded by ſaying, it is ſufficient for ſuch a Perſua- 
hon, that a Man knows the Church ſaith ſo, and there- 
upon concludes, that GOD faith ſo: For there is more in 
the Apoſtle's ſaying, The ſpiritual Man judgeth all Things, 
1 Cor. ii. 15. And the laft Reſolution or Stay of Faith is 
not upon the Church's ſaying ſo. Private Chriſtians have 
their private Judgement or judgment of Diſcretion for them- 
ſelves, which is in the diſcerning and receiving to themſelves 
as the Will of GOD, whar is delivered and propounded 
to them ; for they muſt anſwer for themſelves, and live 
by their own Faith, which cannot be without allowing 
them due Uſe of their Reaſon and Judgment, to ſee the 
Evidence of that to which they muſt aſſent. 55 


II. THERE is not ſuch a general Obſcurity in Scri- 
9755 but that private Perſons may read it with profit: 
Which both Scripture itſelf and all the Fathers exhort the 

. h 3 > People 


(10) 
People to: Becauſe what is neceſſary to Life and Faith, is 
for the moſt part plainly ſer down ; therefore it is called, 4 
Light to our Feet and Paths, Pla. cxix. and fo make wiſe 
the Simple, Pla. xix. 7. and St. Peter bids Chriftians attend 
to the Word of prophecy as a Light ſhining in a dark Place. 
2 Epiſt. i. 19. -A Light if it be not put in a dark Lan. 
thorn, or under a Buſhel (as the Church of Rome ſerves the 
Scripture to hide it from the People) will fhew itſelf: 80 
will the Scripture, being a Light and a Light ſhining, as &. 
Peter ſaid. Certainly it was the Apoſtle's Intent and Duty 
ſo to ſpeak, and ſo to write as to be underſtood. And 
St. Peter notes but ſome Places in St. Paul's Epiſtles hard u 
be underſtood which the Unlearned and Unſtable wreft — 
2 Epiſt. ch. iii. Sure then thoſe that are not unlearned and 
unſtable but come with Minds and Endeavours anſwerable, 
may read with Profit, eſpecially his Epiſtles, being for the 
moſt part not hard to be underſtood. Again, take the Sci. 
pture as a Rule of Direction, it argues that it muſt be Clear 
and Plain in what it is to direct us in. All Men give ſuch 
Rules, as near as they can, Evident and Clear; and ſhall we 
deny it to the Beſt of Rules, the Rule of G OD's making 
and giving, the Rule of greateſt Concernment to us. 


III. GOD's People are not left ro themſelves to ſeek out 
that revealed Will of GOD; but He has appointed Guides 
and Paſtors in his Church — to Propound and De monſtrate 
that Will of GOD our of his Word. To this End were 
| Paſtors and Teachers given, Eph. iv. That we ſhould not be car- 
ried away with every Wind of Dofrine, ver. 14. Theſe Guides 
and Paſtors of the Church do Guide and Teach not infalibh, 
but morally by Way of Doctrine and Perſuaſion, or by Mani- 
Feſtation of the Truth to every Man's Conſcience, as St. Paul ſaith, 
2 Cor. iv. 2. For which Purpoſe they are to uſe the Means 
needful; ſuch as is Attention and Diligence in Search of the 
Scripture, Collation of Places, and obferving the. Connexions : 
Allo Sincerity and Impartiality in the Collection or Deduction 
they make: alſo Prayer and Devotion for Aſſiſtance in the Work. 
The Apoſtle tells us Heb. xiii. 17 that they have the Rule over 
s, bur in another Place he adds rhe Limitation, Not 4 
having Dominion over your Faith, 2 Cor, i. 24. and, Not 4s Lords 
over God's Heritage, ſairh St. Peter Ep.1. ch.v.'3. As Miniſters 
by whom ye believe, 1 Cor. 111. 9. 44 Helpers of your Foy, 2 Cor. 
L 24. Miniſters, Helpers, Guiaes they are in the Way of Sal- 
vation: But as it is one thing for a Man to follow a 921 | 
\ 


\ 


till he ſee apparent Danger, another Thing to be led by 
him blindfold : So it is one Thing to follow our Spiritval 
Guides with a conditional Belief, or Reſervation to GO D's 
Word, yea and to follow them to aMiſtruſt of our own Judg- 
ment, or Knowledge we have of the Way; another Thing 
to reſign up Judgment and Belief to them, and put out that 
Light of Reaſon which GOD hath put in us, in order to 
our receiving Direction for rhe Way of Salvation, 


TV. IN regard every particular Man is to give Account 
of himſelf, is to be ſaved by his own Faith, and periſhes up- 
on his own-Score; Men were not excuſed if ſeduced by 
their Prophets and Teachers, as I. ix. 14, 15, 16. The 
Leaders of this People cauſe them to err, and they that are 
lead are deftroyed — Alſo, Head and Tail; Ruſh and Branch, 
both cut off, and Ezek. xxxlii. 6.and 8. Thoſe that periſh 
through the Prophets default, their Blood notwithſtanding is 
on their own Head. Anſwerably, Matth. xv. 14. They are 
not excuſed that blindly follow their Leaders, both fall into 
the Ditch, The Romaniſts reject this as not applicable to 
the Guides of the Church, anſwering in Effect as the Pha- 
| riſes (who alſo had chief Place in the Church) are we alſo 
blind, Joh. ix. And we may reply as our Saviour did; 
Du ſay, we ſee, therefore your Sin remaineth; therefore 
your Blindneſs is more incurable, 85 


* 


v. OUR Saviour and His Apoſtles left Men the 
Uſe of their Reaſon and Judgment in diſcerning what is 
taught them in and by the Church. For they enjoyn the 
Uſe of it as a Duty, as when our Saviour bids, Search 
the Scriptures, Joh. v. 39. And take Heed how you hear, 
Luke viii. 18. Beware of falſe Prophets, and by their 
' Fruits ye ſhall know them, Matth. vii. 15. And beware 

of the Leaven of the Phariſees, Matth. xvi. 11. that is, 
their Doctrine ver; 12. Now ſet againſt this laſt Place, {1 

that which our Saviour faith, Matth. xxi1i. 2. The 15 0 
Kribes and Phariſees ſit in Moſes Chair, all therefore that they i 
| bid you obſerve that obſerve, and do. How can theſe be recon- 1 
ciled (obſer tre whatſoever they Teach, and beware of the | 
Leaven of their Doctrine) without allowing the Judgment of q fi 

Diſcretion in the Hearer ? Sd the Apoſtle, Gal. 1. forbids 1 
the receiving of any other Goſpel, though preach d from 6 
Heaven by an Angel. How ſhould the Galatians know 2 
Difference betwixt the Goſpel and Faith once deliver d, and 

; N | | B 2 | any 


( 12 ) 
any other new one, but by uſing Reaſon and Judgment 
To the ſame Purpoſe, he bids, Prove all Things, bold faſt thy 
which is good, 1 Theſſ. v. 21. Ty the Spirits, 1 Joh. iv. 1, Th 
Romaniſts anſwer, That theſe Precepts of proving and thin 
are ſpoken to the Guides of the People, We (ay, that is tri, 
to them chiefly ſpoken, and yet to the People too: To th 
Guides and Paſtors in order to reforming and caſting oy 
Errors prevailing, (in which Reſpect we plead for Uſe d 
Reaſon and judgment to be allowed, not to the People . 
much, but to their Guides) alſo in order to the keeping 
out Errors; Which falſe Teachers would bring in to the {, 
ducing of the People: — Bur ſtill chat Proving and Fyin, 
I that Takzng heed, belongs alſo to the People, and implies their 
| Uſe of Reaſon and Judgment, not in order to reforming d 
| judging in others; but in order to their own believing o 
receiving what is taught and propounded to them. The 
Apoſtle calls to them, Fudge what I ſay, 1 Cor. x. 15. And 
| Judge in yourſelves, 1 Cor, xi, And the ſpiritual Man judgeth 
all Things, 1 Cor. ii. 15. He ſpeaks of Things taught in 
the Church, and of the ſpiritual Man's judging them, in 
order to his ewn believing; ro which Purpoſe Sr. John 1 Ep, 
ii. 27. The Anointing ſhall teach you. all Things, viz. {oa 
to underſtand all Things neceſſary to their Salvation. In 
| Matters of Faith and religious Wirſhip, we cannot ſubmit to 
any Company of Men, by Reſignation of our Judgment and 
Belief, or ſtanding bound to receive for Faith and Worſpi) 
all that they ſhall define and impoſe for ſuch ; for ſuch Re- 
fignation gives to Man, what is due to GOD, and ftands ex- 
cluded by the Condition of the Authority which is not in. 
fallible, and alſo by the Condition of the Matter, (Faith and 
Mirſbip) of high Concernment to aur own Souls, and to be 
accounted for by ourſelves ; who therefore ſtand: bound to 
make preſent and diligent Search for that Evidence and De- 
monſtration from GOD's Word, upon which we may final: 
ly and ſecurely ſtay our Judgments and Belief in ſuch Maj: 
ters. | Re . | | EE | | 


VI. I T is poſſible that ſuch as have chief Place in the 
Publick Judgment (National or General) may neglect their 
Duty (ar leaſt the greater Number of them to the overbearing 
of the leſs) and thro' Prejudice. of Faction, or other worldly Re- 
pets may fail in determining and propounding the Truth, (for 
the Promiſe of guiding them is conditional upon performing 
Duty, and that is not always certain in the greater Port) ke 
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the Impoſing of falſe Belief, and falſe Worſhip. Experience 
ar 0 what they have proved that have been 4 a 
that have fate in Moſes. Chair, and in St. Perer's: How many 
Hereticks at ſeveral Times among the Popes? How a whole 
Succeſſion of Monſters through * tenth Age? Of which 
| Bellarmine complains, and Baronius cries out, Que facies Rom. 


j being aſleep — 0 he. Experience alſo tells us, how. groſs 
Errors have prevailed over the Church, as for Example: 


u Typh,) ſaitb, All chat were in all Points, or throughly 
Orthodox Chriſtians held it. So, alſo the giving of rhe 
& Communion to Infants after Baptiſm, as neceſſary to their 
Salvation, generally held and practis d in the whole Church 
for many Ages. And the Place of faichfull Souls out of 
Heaven till the Day of judgment 58 

II is not certain that they which meet in Councils are 


ſecond Council of Epheſus, a packed Faction prevailed to 
the advancing of the Eutychian Hereſy; and in the Romiſh 


bath manag'd and over-rul'd all: So apparently in their 
alorious Council of Trent, that it was often and openly com- 


of that Council not received into France for about Forty 
ears after it was concluded. Can we ſay ſuch Councils are 


Weathered in the Name of CHRIST ? Or that the Promiſe 


can belong to ſuch, and the infallible Aſſiſtance of GO D's 
Spirit (which the Romaniſts pretend) can be given to ſuck. 
Company of Men, fo gathered together, ſo. overſwayed 
With factious Intereſts? Or to a Pope, be he what he will 
be for Perfon, ſo he be Pope? For ſuch to ſay Viſum eſt Spi- 
% Santto, & noby — It hath ſeemed good to the Holy 
Ghoſt, and tous, what wants it of blaſphemous Arrogance ? 


nd what wants it of Simon Magus's Sin, to think the Ho- 


Þ! Ghoſt can be bought with Money? Or bound to a Pope 


Bat hath bougbt his Chair and enters Simoniacally, or to a 


Tempany of Men, whoſe Votes in Council are purchaſed 
Nich Gold, or golden Hopes of Preferment; as it fared with 
p breat Parr of them chat met at Trent, being either Titu- 


"A, <" 


| Eccleſte ! when infamous Strumpets diſpoſed of Biſhopricks, 
| yea thruſt their Paramours (Amaſios ſuos) into Peter's Chair! 
What Cardinals then made? What Biſhops then ordained 
| by ſuch Monſters? and ſtertentibus omnibus, all in a manner 


The Millenary Belief fo generally, that Juſtin Martyr (con- 


ſo gathered together, viz. in the Name of CHRIST; ſome- 
times it is certain and, notorious, that they are not; as in the 


Councils for theſe later Ages, the papal Power and Faction 


plained of, while the Council was ſitting, and the Decrees 


Paul and of the true Apoſtles (and fo it ſhould be of all the 


nut handled the Word of GOD deceitfully, 2 Cor. iv. 2. Up: 


(14) 
lars, Pope's Penfioners, or bound to him npon like worldly 
Concernments. „nenn, 
BUI at the beſt, where there is not evident Cauſe of 
Exception yer can there not be Certainty, that they which 
meet in Council, are ſo gathered in the Name of CHRIST, 
with ſuch Minds, Purpoſes and Endeavours as above required, 
viz. With Minds Free from worldly Intents and Deſigns, and from 
all fatious Engagements, ſecking unfeignedly the Glory of GOD, 
and the Propagation of the true Catholick Faith; and therefor 
fett ing before them the only Infallible Rule of Faith and Truth 
GOD's WORD, atrending to it with due H:ed and Submiſſi 
on, and with Prayer (for that is expreſs'd in the Text, to ak) 
for Aſſiſtance. Now the Iſſue of the Promife depends upon 
Performance of the Condirions ; of which Performance tho 
we may have a great Preſumption, in Regard of their 
Learning and Judgment, and their high Concernment, as 
being anſwerable for Mens Souls, (beſides the Care and Re. 

ſpect thar GOD hath towards His Church) yer can we not 
| Have ſuch a Cerrainty, as ſimply and abfolutely ro ground Sub- 
miſſion of Judgment and Belief upon it; and therefore we 
receive their Definitions concerning Faith and Worſhip not 
finally or chieffy upon the Preſumption we have of their Per- 
formance, or Conformity to the Condition of the Promikz, 
bur upon the Evidence of that Conformity which their Det- 
nitions have to the Infallible Rule. It was the Care of &. 


Paſtors of the Church) by the Demonſtration of the Truth, t 
commend themſelves to every Man's Conſcience, that they hun 


on this Evidence or Demonſtration of Truth, the Four fit 
general Councils have been ſo generally ſubmitted ro, f 
readily received by all good Chriſtians, 


VII. REFORMATION of G O D's Worſhip, may! 
| warrantably done without a foregoing Synodical Vote. H. 
nods indeed are the moſt prudential and ſafe Way of deter 
mining Church-Affairs, where there IS not juſt and appareſl 

| Cauſe of fearing more Danger from the Perſons which are l. le 

convocated, and the Times in which they are to aſſemble. ** 
this Purpoſe ſounds that known Complaint of Greg. NA, 
zen, That he ſaw no good End of Councils, which he (pak ut 
ebſolutely, but with reſpe& to the Times and Perſons as the] 
ſtood rhen affected, by reaſon of the prevailing Faction of the 
Arians, who by their Number and Cunning made * 


ry Cd «< 


( 5 ) 


rage olten of the Councils held in thoſe Times. Now ſee: 


ing the Office of Biſhops and Paſtors of the Church, as to 
| this Point of Reformation, is Directive, either in or out of 
Synod, and the more convenient Way of the two for giving 
cout that Direction, is by their Meeting and Conſulting in 
Synod, therefore the Prince, whole Power or Office is Im- 
perative and Caact ive for Eſtabliſhing by . Laws and Penalties 
what is evidenced to him, hath great Reaſon to receive his 


Direction from the Paſtors of the Church aſſembled in Sy- 


nod. But he is not ſimply and always bound, to take bis 
Direction thus, by any Law of GOD or Man; ſor if by. 
| the Law of GOD he ſtand bound to eftabliſh within his 
| own Dominions whatſoever is evidenced to bim by faithful 
| Biſhops and Learned Men of the Church, to be the Law or 
CHRIST, ſhall he not perform his known Duty, till the 
Vote of a Major-part of a Synod give him Leave ro do it 3 
Ide change of Religion for the worſe is ſtill charged upon 
che Evil Kings in the Old Teſlament, and the Reforming 
it again is recorded to the Praiſe of good Kings: Which 
| ſhews this Obligation of Duty upon every Prince, and rhe 
Examples of Hezekiah and Fofiah, who were more forward in 
the Reformation of GOD's V/orſhip than the Prieſts, do war- 
rant the forward Piety of our young Joſiah, King Edward. 
And this is alſo approved by that which many Chriſtian 
Emperors and Kings have, to their great Praiſe, done in the 
WE Buſineſs of Religion, without, or before the Calling of a 
W Council, though not without the 
bichful Biſhops, and learned Men. 


NEITHER can we ſay, The Sovereign P 


e ro which the moſt of them that ſhould meet, are appa- 
ently obnoxious. „FFV 


VIII. IF chere were not Place for diſſenting by the uſe of 
Sink Judgment (for ſome one Perſon muſt ſpeak firſt in the 


covering ſuch Errors; ſome Guides and Paſtors though of 
7 Number and Place ſhall detect the prevailing Errors, 
ad preſerve the Truth, and this by due uſe of Reaſon and 


b g in Error; but her Errors have been reformed : 
de ot they that ſpake in diſcoyering, the Untruth of them 


did 


ind 
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Counſel and Advice of 


rince is bouud 
in the way of Prudence always to receive his Direction from 
Vote in Synod, eſpecially when there is juſt Cauſe of Fear, 
Es aboveſaid ; bur he may have greater Reaſon to rake Ad- 
Vice from Perſons free from the Exceptions of FaQicus Inte- 


pate Judgment) there would be a Neceſſity of the Church's _ 
ontinuin 
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did it upon the Uſe of their private Judgment, examining 
the Belief and Practice of the Church, and ſhewing the Er. 
ror of it, | 3 | 
BUT what if the Church's Errors have been defin'd by 
any lawful General Council? Then no Man (will they, 
the Papiſts, ſay) ought ro queſtion them, or uſe his private 
Fee againſt them. Bur then muſt we ſay, if any 
Thing be defined amiſs, the Church muſt continue in Error; 
and an after General Council cannot amend it. But if 
Things before defined, may be corrected or revers d by the 
like Luthotiry ; how can it come about but by the diſcover. 
ing of the former Etror, and that upon the Uſe of privat 
Judgment, examining the Definitions, and ſhewing the El- 
ror to the Church ? And that which Bellarmine grants, Ni 
manifeſtiſſime conſtet errorem intolerabilem committi, ſuppoſes 
ſuch Error may be committed and diſcovered. But how cin 
this latter come about, but upon the Uſe of private Judy. 
ment in Inferiours* And while the Council 0 Trent. wis 
not received in Fance, was it not upon the Uſe of their 
Judgment againft that Council, which with the Romaniſs 
paſſeth for General. 8 


Laſth, IF private Men for a peaceable diſſenting in Judg: 
ment or Practice from the Viſible Church (of which they 
were Members) in Points of high Concernment, for Beliefof 

Worſhip, be cenſured and driven from the Communion of it 
They are not for all that, driven from the Communion of the Ci 
tholick, Church ; bur their Condition is not unlike the Caſe 0 
thoſe good Men which St. Auguſtine ſpeaks of Cap. 6. de vel 
. Religi: Divine Providence, ſays he, ſuffers ſometimes (Virol 
bonos per turbulentas ſeditiones carnalium hominum expellt 
de Congregatione Chriſtians) Good Men to be caſt out of the 
Communion of the Viſible Church, through the turbulent Seditions 
of carnal Men, — And theſe, ſaith he, ſerving GOD in ſecrtt 
(pater videns in occulto coronat) their Father which ſees ine 
eret, Crowns and Rewards. 5 TT 
_ I SHALL be glad if the Publication of theſe Reeſent 
be any Way inſtrumental towards compoſing thoſe unhapp) 
Differences which are at preſent among the Paſtors of th 
Church, And am ks Cy RE 
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